
the lawBeginnings
2. Women were not allowed to vote

hile there may have been societies where 3. Women had to submit to laws when they had Wwomen and men worked together without one no voice in their formation
gender controlling the other (the Iroquois, ancient 

4. Married women had no property rightsindigenous tribal formations), by and large the history 
5. Husbands had legal power over and of women for over 5,000 years of recorded history 
responsibility for their wives to the extent that they (recorded by men, needless to say), has been fairly 
could imprison or beat them with impunityhorrific. One of the accomplishments of the various 

times when women did rise up has been to stress the 6. Divorce and child custody laws favored men, 
importance of documenting “a history of our own.” giving no rights to women
Here, we present a brief look at some revolutionary 

7. Most occupations were closed to women and moments when women rose up to fight for changes.
when women did work they were paid only a      There were mumblings of dissatisfaction that came 
fraction of what men earnedto light through documents such as Mary Woolens-
8. Women were not allowed to enter professions craft's 1791 “Vindication of the Rights of Women” 
such as medicine and law(1792), which posited that women's “weaker, 

romantic dispositions” were not natural, but socially- 9. Women had no means to gain an education 
imposed. Her “Maria, or the Wrongs of Women,” since no college or university would accept 
addressed the plight of working women, which she women students
compared to imprisonment. In France, Olympe De 

10. With only a few exceptions, women were not 
Gouges (a butcher's daughter) wrote a “Declaration of 

allowed to participate in the affairs of the church
the Rights of Woman” in 1791 in which she proposes a 

11. Women were robbed of their self-confidence social Contract between men and women and notes 
and self-respect and were made totally dependent that men have made a revolution for themselves 
on menalone. In the U.S. (and paralleled in the UK and other 

places throughout the world), these uprisings have 
     It took 72 years of conventions, petitions, marches, been categorized as three different “waves.”
organizing, and lectures to win the vote for women in  
1920. This campaign was considered the First Wave in The First Wave 
a revolutionary trajectory. During that time women 
endured ridicule from both sexes and from the media. n 1848 on a hot day in July in upstate New York, a 
In 1919, when the suffrage victory drew near, the Iyoung mother, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was invited 
National American Woman Suffrage Association to tea with four women friends who poured out their 
reconfigured itself into the League of Women Voters. discontent with the situation of women. Within two 
In 1920 the Women's Bureau of the Department of days of that afternoon tea, this group of four women 
Labor was established to advocate for changes for held a convention to discuss the social, civil, and 
working women and many suffragists became religious condition and rights of women. The 
involved in lobbying for legislation to protect women gathering took place in Seneca Falls on July 19/20. 
workers from abuse and unsafe conditions. In 1923, (Many of these women were active in the Abolition of 
Alice Paul, leader of the National Women's Party Slavery movement.
drafted an Equal Rights Amendment for the U.S.      In Stanton's “Declaration of Sentiments” she used 
Constitution. the Declaration of Independence to declare that “We 
     Also during that time a wing of the post-suffrage hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men and 
movement--the birth control movement--began. In women are created equal…. The history of mankind 
1936 a Supreme Court decision declassified birth is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the 
control information as obscene. It was not until 1965 part of man toward woman.” She enumerated specific 
that married couples in all U.S. states could obtain injustices:
contraceptives legally.   Note that; African America 
women such as Ida Wells and Harriet Tubman made 

1. Married women were legally dead in the eyes of tremendous contributions along a race/gender axis, as 
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! Environment (including caring for the non-human girl), raised in a rigid race/class/gender prescribed 
world which would involve things like recycling, urban hierarchical system, has the potential to radically 
planning, architecture, garbage pick-up, animal health, 

change her consciousness in as little as 45 minutes 
etc)

and blossom into someone quite different.
! Caretaking or Guardianship (including caring for the 

She would like to have parents, and any other human world, such as parenting, apprentice advisor, 
adults in charge of raising her, to consider her an daycare, elder care, education, healthcare, community 
apprentice adult, rather than a behavior modification needs, etc)

! Culture (art, music, theater, dance, games, sports, project or a student in obedience school taught not 
writing, media, etc.)only when to sit, but how to sitand to look pretty 
! Other (personal time, sabbatical, research, travel, while doing it. Being an apprentice adult means that 

taking stock, setting a new mix of the above areas, etc.) she and her brother would learn how be 
independent, how to take care of themselves equally, 

Within each of these areas, she (and her brother) 
rather than she learning how to cook and sew and 

would have a balanced mix of tasks as well. She 
clean house, while her brother doesn't. This seems 

imagines that when she is around six-years-old, she'd 
preferable to the “you're my dependents until you're 

like to apprentice in youth assemblies where she 
21, so do what I say” parenting. 

could discuss some of the same topics being 
She imagines a world where she can have a varied, 

considered in the adult assemblies, particularly issues 
creative life with institutions that foster cooperation, 

that would affect her and her brother. And where she 
classlessness, unprescribed gender relations, and 

could learn democratic decision making. She thinks 
where she can participate in decisions about the 

this is possible because young children have 
world and the society, community, and “family” she 

important ideas to contribute and they don't bring a lot 
is born into.

of baggage to the discussion.
She'd like her apprenticeship to include some of the 

In addition, as an apprentice adult, she imagines her 
usual stuffreading, writing, and arithmeticbut also a 

education would include learning the range of 
way to learn things that would prepare her for adult 

information and skills necessary for choosing her 
society. She'd like that society to be something like 

future mix of responsibilities. So, along with some of 
the democratic workplace she experienced in her 

the usual subjects, which would focus on general 
media project. And to have a general atmosphere of 

knowledge, and participation in the political 
creative collaboration, and where every person 

assemblies mentioned above, she would learn about 
would take profound joy in the potentials and 

all the varied option in the categories of culture, 
contributions of others. 

environment, social production, and caretaking.
She imagines a society organized completely 

At age 13, she imagines being ready to apprentice in 
differently. Where, rather than having to balance 

a mix of those areas so that at age 16 she could 
work and family and all the rest of it, she'd like to be 

become independent of her parents/guardians and 
guaranteed (from the age of 18 or so) a social wage, 

apply for her social security wage and begin her own 
or pledge, which would assert her right to basic 

balanced life complex.
needs: food, shelter, clothing, healthcare, education, 

She imagines that, as an adult, instead of always 
and a travel pass. In exchange she would agree to 

having to juggle her time in the current society, her 
participate in a mix of social responsibilities 

mix of responsibilities would allow her to fulfill her 
combined with those that enable her to develop and 

social contract as well as her individual needs and 
utilize her particular potentials and ensure that she 

preferences. 
can have a diverse, secure, and interesting life. She'd 

She would like this kind of society to make time for 
like to call this a balanced life complex.

taking stock. She could even imagine a two-week 
period every three years or so where a societal retreat 

Balanced Life Complex
is called for. All manner of councils would meet, take 

She would like the mix of things for which she will get 
stock, discuss societal goals, present changes, 

a social wage to include, at the very least, participation 
rearrange life and job complexes, and set guidelines 

in: 
and priorities for the next three years. 

! Political councils (including things like 
She believes that a world like the one she's local/regional/national decision making assemlies, 

imagined has the potential to lead not only to a post-serving on a crisis aid corp., jury duty, citizen 
sexist society, but to a post-racist, post-classist world peacekeeping, etc.)

! as well.  Social production (including whatever communities 
have democractically decided they need/ want 
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crisis centers, domestic violence hotlines, child care did others. Women writers later attempted to document 
centers, women's clinics, women's studies programs these efforts, particularly inspired to do so during the 
and campus organizations; women's legal aid societies Second Wave.
and prison programs; AIDS organizing; ecology 
movements; organizations of women workers; 
reproductive rights groups)Second Wave
Getting more women into the workforce, which oz Baxandall and Linda Gordon, in their book 
hopefully gave them some economic independence. RDear Sisters, give a brief history of the roots of 
NOW argued at the Supreme Court for equal 

“second wave” feminism and the women's liberation employment to be enforced.
movementfrom around 1968 or so to 1977. These roots 

Brought about changing attitudes and consciousness 
include cold war culture with its strict gender system around women's roles
as well as women's participation in early movements 

Forced legislation against discrimination in education, 
to ban the bomb, in civil rights, as part of the counter- employment, and sports as Title IX of the Education 
culture beat generation, and in a growing youth Codes of 1972 gave equal access to higher education 
rebellion. and professional schools. 

     They also mention influential efforts within the 
system. In 1961 Esther Peterson, director of the    In 1972 the Equal Rights Amendment, which 
Women's Bureau of the Department of Labor, languished in Congress for almost 50 years, was finally 
encouraged President Kennedy to convene a passed and sent to the states. When the deadline for 
Commission on the Status of Women, which he did ratification came in 1982, the ERA was three states short 
and named Eleanor Roosevelt its chair. The of the 38 needed to write it into the constitutions. In 
Commission issued a report in 1963 documenting 1973 Roe v Wade made abortion legal. Options for birth 
discrimination against women in virtually every area control expanded, etc. Meanwhile, the backlash, 
of life. It called for equal pay for comparable work, pushed by the moral majority and other conservative 
child care services, paid maternity leave, and other elements, began against what they called “women's 
measures. State and local governments subsequently libbers,” claiming they:
convened their own commissions.

In 1963 Betty Friedan published The Feminine   Were privileged, white young women with no
Mystique, a book that evolved from a survey she         concern for working class women or women of
conducted for her 20-year college reunion. It         color 
documented the dissatisfaction middle-class 
educated women were experiencing due to limited 
life options.

In 1964 Title VII of the Civil Rights Act was passed 
prohibiting employment discrimination on the basis 
of sex, as well as race, religion, and national origin. In 
its first five years the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission received 50,000 sex discrimination 
complaints. 

In 1966 the National Organization for Women was 
organized. Often considered a stodgy, reformist, 
bourgeois organization, it originally included more 

ere spoiled, self-pitying whiners whominority and working class leadership that the 
        exaggerated  women's oppressionwomen's liberation movement did.

Meanwhile, thousands of women were playing 
While some of these myths had a tiny grain of truth active roles in the anti-war and civil rights movement 

to them, most did notfar from it. For instance, and finding that their roles were limited and they 
feminists never rejected motherhood, but rather tried began forming their own “women's liberation” 
to improve its conditions; many feminists were organizations.  Some of the changes they affected 
romantically involved with men, had sons, fathers, include: 
male friends and coworkers that they loved; feminists  Forming organizations to defend women's interests 
were not losers but achievers and doers, often the such as grassroots community projects (newspapers, 
most self-confident women. Far from being prudish, cafes, bookstores, battered women's shelters, rape 

!

!  Rejected motherhood
!  Considered children a burden
!  Ignored bread and butter economic issues and

        focused only on sex, violence, and personal issues
!  Drew energy away from broader coalitions
!  Hated being women, rejected everything feminine
!  Were man haters
!  Were bitter losers because men had rejected them
!  Were humorless, prudish, and quick to take

         offense
!  W

urge women to “believe in the principle of “if you in the fact that it identified owners and workers, but 
don't know, learn; if you do know, teach.” not managers (those between labor and capital, also 

referred to as the coordinator class). In addition, 
Michael Albert published numerous books 

Practicing Vision 
challenging left orthodoxy and suggesting a new left 

y own experience with vision/strategy came politics that incorporated the challenges from the Mabout when we started a book publishing women's liberation and black power movements.
collective called South End Press in 1977. I worked Liberating Theory, jointly authored by Michael Albert 
there until 1987 when I co-founded Z Magazine. In Noam Chomsky, Mel King, Holly Sklar, Leslie Cagan, 
founding South End Press we wanted to not only and Robin Hahnel, and me was an attempt to present 
publish political books that expanded the narrow a collective theory for a “totalist” politicswhich we 
focus of the existing left to include race, gender, and called “complementary holism.” In Liberating Theory 
authoritarianism in its critique and in visions of we wrote, “Many different kinds of domination 
alternative, but we also wanted to create a model characterize human history….  Moreover, each of 
“democratic” workplace organized around a set of these different kinds of domination has existed in a 
principles. In doing this, and publicizing it, we hoped variety of forms; each has had pervasive effects on the 
to inspire others to do the same. quality of people's lives; and each has influenced the 

We also spent months outlining our basic structure whole structure of societies in which they have 
and process and the principles behind it. They were: appeared.

1. Availability of all information relevant to decisions  “Each of these types of domination has elicited a 
for all project participants. monist theory--feminism, nationalism, anarchism, 

Marxism--which we have rejected as inadequate 2. No hiring and firing other than by agreement of 
whether taken separately or in pluralist combination. the whole project according to well understood 
In coming chapters, we outline alternative concepts norms and guidelines. 
that start from the premise that each domination 3. Disbursement of the capacity to generate the 
generates highly interconnected but irreducible social funds needed for the project. 
forces. 

4. Participatory democracy in decision making, 
including one person/one vote on overarching issues, 
and self-management of one's own circumstances Workplace Democracy/
within the constraint of meeting collectively agreed Worker Occupied Factories
on goals, and each person impacting decisions in urrently, there are a growing number of groups 
proportion as he or she is affected by them. Cand projects applying the principles listed 

5. Salary equalization, with provisos for bonuses above in their work collectives. There have also been 
pegged to need or extreme effort; that is, pay equity interesting developments in parts of South America 
for effort and sacrifice. where workers occupied factories have given rise to 

6. Equality of work assignments for conditions and democratic workplace structures, including decision-
empowerment effects i.e., balanced job complexes. making councils or assemblies. Other initiatives are 

taking place in participatory planning. These are 7. Decisions by majority vote with attention to a 
exciting developments, but do not incorporate a full strong minority and a hoped for consensus on 
understanding of or challenge to patriarchy.controversial matters, such as hiring.

With respect to expanding the politics of the left, we 
commissioned several works to be part of a “political Imagining A Better World
controversies series.” They included: Between Labor he knows she would like a world where one of Sand Capital, whose main challenge to the orthodoxy the goals of society is that she (and her brother, 
was identifying a professional/managerial class; and everyone else) can realize their full potentials, 
Women and Revolution, essays discussing the lead assuming by full potential we don't mean being a 
article titled “The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and mass murderer/sociopath. She believes that kind of 
Feminism; and Socialist Visions. These were all world is possible because as the “second sex,” raised 
attempts to move the left from a male-dominated/ in the company of mainly women, she has witnessed 
Marxist dominated politics that resulted in a hierarchy the more cooperative nature of humans. She believes 
of oppressions and that were, in the end, consciously in humans' innate goodness and, in her case, she 
or unconsciously racist and sexist, often even classist knows that a marshmallow (a shy, frightened, baby 

WOMEN AND rEVOLUTIONWOMEN AND rEVOLUTION WOMEN AND rEVOLUTIONWOMEN AND rEVOLUTION

2



310

feminists were dedicated to liberating female transfeminism, sex-positive feminism, ecofeminism, 
sexuality. etc.

In the 1980s and 1990s younger women, in   Another important challenge was structural, using 
response to the backlash and threats to many basic participatory “consciousness raising” groups as an 
gains, formed “the third wave” to confront issues that important method of analyzing and generalizing 
were still controversial and to reassert the need for around issues of patriarchy, class, hierarchy, elitism, 
continued collective action around reproductive racism, and sexism. It raised consciousness about the 
rights, women in the military, the mommy track/glass shared problems of sexist oppression in personal and 
ceiling, pornography, personal freedoms and kinship relations and saw that it was political, 
opportunities, sexual harassment, and a number of resulting from a sexist, patriarchal society, and not just 
other barriers to full equality. personal. Ann Popkin wrote in her essay about Bread 

and Roses, a socialist feminist collective in Boston 
during the late 1960s, “The Personal is Political”:  “We 

The Revolutionary Trajectory
looked at the ways we were brought up to be good 

etting back to the Second Wave, the more little girls, at all the agents of our socialization that Grevolutionary aspects of the women's contributed to our feeling that we could do certain 
liberation movement of the 1960s and 1970s gradually things, but we couldn't do others. We took a new look 
disappeared from collective memory under the at our families, our schools, our churches, and 
media focus on NOW and Ms and the fight for legal especially the media. Thus, intuitive-ly, we started a 
rights within existing institutions. Baxandall and process of analysis that has characterized the 
Gordon note in Dear Sisters that, while women's Women's Liberation Movement since that time: 
liberation was “the largest social movement in the starting from our own experiences, our own 
history of the U.S., “reaching into every home, school, conditions of oppression, and from there generalizing 
business, etc., very little has been written about it and to other women's condition and the larger institutions 
no publication has presented the voices of its of U.S. society and from there thinking of strategies for 
activists.” change.”

  Baxandall and Gordon look at women's liberation    The women's liberation movement came up with 
and its basic principles and makeup--what made it numerous definitions of patriarchy, a structural system 
unique in the history of women's efforts to improve that transcends time, economic, political, and cultural 
their situation. First, women's liberation worked for systems. In Heidi Hartmann's essay “The Unhappy 
structural change, challenging the roots and source of Marriage of Marxism and Feminism,” she defines 
male domination. Second, it realized the importance patriarchy as “a set of social relations, which has a 
of changing not just structures but consciousness. material base in which there are hierarchical relations 
Third, it looked at the interconnectedness of all between men and solidarity among them to enable 
aspects of women's oppression: work, family, image, them to dominate women.” Adrienne Rich defined it 
health, sexuality, and so on. Fourth, it emphasized as “the power of the fathers: a familial-social, 
decentralization, full participation, and direct ideological, political system in which men--by force, 
democracy, which it practiced most often through direct pressure, or through ritual, tradition, law, 
small consciousness raising groups and work/living language, customs, etiquette, education, and the 
collectives. division of labor--determine what part women shall or 

shall not play, and in which the female is everywhere     Fifth, it changed heterosexual women's 
subsumed under the male...”expectations about their options in life. They could 

now envision the possibility of marriage as an equal   Simone de Beauvoir, who's groundbreaking study 
partnership, rather then a life sentence.  The Second Sex (published in 1949 in France, but 

somewhat ignored until reclaimed by the women's     The Second Wave also saw the rise of different 
who's groundbreaking study The Second Sex ideological perspectives most of which challenged 
(published in 1949 in France, but somewhat ignored leftist male's theoretical domination, through mainly 
until reclaimed by the women's liberation movement Marxist concept of  class as the area where 
in the late 1960s), observed in her introduction: “Thus revolutions happened. The women's movement 
humanity is male and man defines woman not in countered with its own theoretical precepts. Among 
herself but relative to him... Man can think of himself these were radical feminism, lesbian feminism, 
without woman; she cannot think of herself without anarchist feminism, black feminism (later 
man. For the man she is sex…absolute sex, no less…. “womanist”), chicana feminism, socialist feminism, 

--social respect for the work people do, relations of power?” They emphasized the need for a 
understanding that all jobs can be made socially multi-level approach to women's liberation and of 
necessary and important uniting women in direct, political action. Positive 
--democratic councils through which all people actions they determined to be those that moved 
control the decisions which most directly affect things along a revolutionary trajectory and provided 
their lives on the job, in the home, and ways that people could move from an understanding 
community of specific issues to an understanding of interrelated 
--scientific resources geared toward the social issues: 
improvement of life for all, rather than conquest 
and destruction through military and police 1. confrontation with specific demands
aggression

2. negotiation--varied, quality consumer products to meet our 
3. forcing an issue at a public hearingneeds an end of housework as private, unpaid 

labor 4. embarrassing pressure (picketing, for
--redefinition of jobs, with adequate training to       example)
prepare people for jobs of their choice; rotation 5. public expose in the press or in a hearing
of jobs to meet the life cycle needs of those 6. mass public protest meetings
working at them, as well as those receiving the 

7. guerrilla and dramatic activitiesservices.
8. legal, disruptive actions (strikes, boycotts,--political and civil liberties which would 

      stockholders meetings)encourage the participation of all people in the 
political life of the country 9. civil disobedience
--disarming of and community control of police
--social responsibility for the raising of children They note that a strategy of the women's movement 
and free client-controlled childcare available on a is to organize counter-institutional projects to directly 
24-hour basis to accommodate the needs of meet the needs of women, which is good, they feel, 
those who use it and work in it but that it has its limitations, particularly if it becomes 
--free, public quality education integrated with the main strategy. They argue for the importance of 
work and community activities for people of all combining counter-institutions with direct action 
ages organizing. They also feel that many women would 
--freedom to define social and sexual join them if there were things for them to be involved 
relationships with, concrete things. They decided that their groups 
--a popular culture which enhances rather than would focus for a period of time on two issues: one 
degrades one's self respect and respect for others was a free 24-hour, client controlled childcare facility. 
--support for internal development and self- The other was to form a mass (socialist feminist) 
determination for countries around the world organization.

When organizing for the childcare facility they first 
The Chicago WLU developed certain priorities for identified their constituency, then the sources of the 

the particular point in time: “we must reach most problem on the state and local level, and in the private 
women; we must work toward building a majority sector. Another strategy was consciousness raising as 
movement; we must present intermediate realizable a way to give women a sense of their own power and 
goals to show the necessity and possibility of to understand the root causes of oppression and the 
organizing; we must develop collective actions.” They needs of women so as to desire alternative relations 
saw the crucial need to “weaken the power of the of power.
ruling class, give women a sense of their own power, They also encourage working independently as well 
and improve their lives so we are welded togther as a as in mixed groups. “Sexism, not men, is our political 
force prepared to struggle together…. We have to be enemy,” they assert. They do not advocate 
serious about winning. Women have been losers too separatism. Regarding arguments for a primary focus, 
long.” such as lesbianism, they do not believe that a primary 

They considered the question of reform and asked: focus on any particular contradiction will lead to 
“Will the reform materially improve women's lives? revolution. They don't use consensus as it hides 
Will the struggle for reform give women a sense of disagreements, “which are the basis of a democratic 
their own power? Will the reform alter existing system. The opposition needs a no vote.” And they 
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She is defined and differentiated with reference to Sentiments drawn from the Declaration of Indepen-
man...and not he with reference to her. She is the dence, so, too, the Second Wave produced its own 
incidental, the inessential, as opposed to the declaration of independence (written by Boston 
essential. He is the Subject, he is the Absolute, she is Bread and Roses in 1970):
the Other."  This concept of Other became an 
important element of feminist consciousness raising. “When In The Course Of Human Events…it 
It is also a concept applied by writers on culture/race. becomes necessary for one sex to dissolve the 

The women's liberation movement also challenged political bonds which have connected them with 
left organizational hierarchy through the creation of another, and to assume among the powers of the 
collectives (nonhierarchical structures) and the earth the separate and equal station to which the laws 
notion of sisterhood (solidarity). Impetus for this of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent 
came from women's experiences working with men respect to the opinions of woman and mankind 
in the civil rights, student, and antiwar movements requires that they should declare the causes which 
where they were treated as secretaries and sex impel them to the separation. We Hold These Truths 
objects--that is, the structure of the movement To Be Self-Evident: that all women and men are 
simulated in part the family and social structures of created equal and made unequal only by 
the day, with women as wives/mothers/ girlfriends socialization: that they are endowed by their creators 
and rarely as equal partners in the struggle. Finally, with certain unalienable rights, which can be stolen 
around 1968/69, women in various places separated from one group by another, but never given away; that 
from the male-domination left to form their own among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
institutions, Robin Morgan writes in “Goodbye To All happiness; that to secure these rights governments 
That”: are instituted between men and women, deriving 

    “Let's run it on down. The friends, lovers, their just powers from the consent of the governed 
brothers in the counterfeit male-dominated Left. The and their unjust powers from the oppression of the 
good guys who think they know what “women's lib,” governed; that whenever any form of government 
as they so chummily call it, is all about and who then becomes destructive to the liberty of a sufficiently 
proceed to degrade and destroy women by almost large group of people, be they a race, class, political 
everything they say and do: no more, Brothers. No group, or sex, it is the right of these people to alter or 
more well meaning ignorance, no more co-optation, abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its 
no more assuming that this thing we're fighting for is foundation on such principles, and organizing its 
the same, one revolution under MAN, with liberty and powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
justice for all. likely to effect their safety and happiness.”   

“A genuine Left doesn't consider anyone's suffering   Writings by Sheila Rowbotham (socialist feminist), 
irrelevant of titillating; nor does it function as a bell hooks (white supremacist capitalist partiarchy, 
microcosm of capitalist economy with men and Batya Weinbaum (workplaces often mirror 
competing for power and status at the top and patriarchal family arrangements) contributed to a 
women doing all the work at the bottom and broadening of left theoretical precepts.
functioning as objectified prizes as well. Goodbye to 
all that. Goodbye to the Weathervain with the Stanley 

   40 Years Later And What Do We Get?Kowalski image and theory of free sexuality, but the 
practice of sex on demand for males. Goodbye to the o in the Second Wave women questioned 
beautiful new ecology movement that could fight to Severything, from work to family arrangements to 
save us all if it could stop tripping off women as earth sexuality to men in the new left. In the process they 
mother types and frontier chicks, if it would right now influenced mainstream consciousness and laws. But 
cede leadership to those who have not polluted the when we look concretely at women's status in 
planet…. Let's let it all hang out. (mostly) U.S. society today, feminist consciousness 

and activism has been steadily marginalized and “Was it my brother who listed human beings among 
constantly ridiculed almost since it began in the mid-the objects that would be easily available after the 
1970s. Currently:revolution: free grass, free food, free acid, free 

clothes, free women? Men will make the revolution There are few visible grassroots movement to 
and make their chicks? Not my brother, not my continue to promote feminist consciousness and 
revolution.” radical change. 

Just as the First Wave began with a Declaration of Most radical activists and theorists have 

for diversity, empowerment, and social responsibility. 9. Free, universal health care, including 
Their kinship arrangements consist of couples doing reproductive services
the primary parenting, but kinship applied to all those 10. Everyone's thoughts, ideas and experiences 
on the planet.valued

In the 1980s I wrote and produced a trilogy of plays 
using a mystery/adventure format to inspire thinking Vandana Shiva in her book Earth Democracy 
and imagining about a better world for women. The presents a concept of democracy and women's role 
first, The Long Sigh, is about consciousness raising: in affecting patriarchy, particularly as it plays out in 
women discover the extent of their oppression by the economy. She created alternative agricultural 
solving a mystery and vowing to use their new communities in India. She says in an interview in Z 
detecting skills to expand their knowledge of sex, Magazine: “Women are promoters of life-centered 
class, and race oppression, while planning for the cultures because of this very ancient division of labor. 
“revolution.” The second, Vanish Like a Summer It was left to women to look after life, whereas men 
Tantrum, portrays a beginning revolution that has broke off to get the glory, to get the conquest, in less 
been co-opted. They have established a collective in privileged situations to get the wage labor. The 
an alternative center in the Second Street Hotel, by division of labor left sustenance to women and the 
the sea.” When they realize their revolution has market to men. That expertise of sustenance is now 
“vanished like a summer tantrum,” they begin again. being called on to create living economies and life 
In the third play, The Second Sex, women (and some centered economies and women are doing it 
men) are joining the revolution in droves, but the whether it is through seed saving, water saving, or 
backlash has begun in earnest and new problems water sharing. Whether it is through creating 
arise. ecological systems of food production and 
   My main purpose in this trilogy was to imagine a decentralized control over agriculture, women are 
revolution and suggest a way of living that allowed for very much in the lead in reshaping the economy and 
socializing and forming attachments, but which also an economy that is not under the patriarchal control 
respected people's (in this case women) right to and of global corporations. 
need for independence in their daily lives. So, for Patriarchy is usually defined as something limited to 
instance, at the Second Street Hotel, there were all the household, yet increasingly patriarchal forces are 
kinds of social rooms and collective work and leisure defining this beautiful planet as their household in 
activities, but each woman lived independently. These which they would like to take every bit of power, 
plays were, in large part, inspired by a collection of capacity, creativity, and productivity, away from 
plays by African American playwrights, one of which women. Women are determined to not let go. We 
was about revolution.just had a celebration on our farm two weeks ago of 

our women members from Navanya, the movement I 
started, 150 of them, and all are committed to Some Strategizing As Well
keeping food security in women's hands, keeping 

ocuments from the Chicago Women's Libertion 
seeds in women's hands, not as empty rhetoric, not DUnion show that they were thinking and writing 
just as a slogan, but as everyday life making a 

about issues of vision and strategy in the early 1970s. 
difference.”

The following is from a paper they wrote in 1973. 
Visions can also be found in science fiction. One 

Socialist Feminism is desirable and not possible 
such example is from a book titled The Female Man 

under the existing system. The following would be 
by Joanna Russ. In it she envisions a planet called 

among the things we envision in the new order, part 
Whileaway where all the men have either died from 

of everyday life for all people:
a plague nine centuries ago or killed each other off. 

--free, humane, competent medical care with an The women have learned to reproduce through 
emphasis on preventive medicine, under the “taking the mothers' ova and merging them in a 
service of community organizationsprocess called genetic mixing.” On Whileaway the 
--peoples' control over their own bodies--i.e., women take on a host of jobs (a sort of balanced life 
access to safe, free birth control, abortion, complex) ranging from working in a mine to 
sterilization, free from coercion or social stigmavegetable farming to midwifery to mechanic to 
--attractive, comfortable housing designed to engineering at a radio station. And they all take part 
allow for private and collective livingin the “enormous” task of what they refer to as 
--varied, nutritious, abundant diet“ecological housekeeping.” This arrangement allows 
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disappeared into academia or social reform There has been constant pressure from the right 
activities. They do some valuable work, but wing to pass a Family Protection Act that would 
often spend their days adopting professional declare, “All federal laws supporting equal education 
behavior in dealing with the mainstream and be eliminated.  No intermingling of the sexes in sports 
don't prioritize challenging existing institutions of and other school related activities. Marriage and 
domination. motherhood will be taught as proper careers for girls. 

No federal funding to schools using textbooks Women's organizations, once committed to non-
portraying women in non-traditional roles. A ban on hierarchical structure, have, in many cases, 
federally funded legal aid for women seeking abortion replicated existing hierarchical institutions
counseling or divorce. Repeal all federal laws  Reformers work for “equal rights” within an 
protecting battered wives from husbands. Tax economic system that is inherently unjust and so 
incentives to women who have babies and stay home their success is limited 
and earn no money. A ban on abortion. Censor all 

Conditions for women continue to deteriorate as birth control information. Revoke the equal pay act. 
a right-wing backlash continues Revoke the Equal Rights Amendment.”
Male domination continues in the home and We are left with this magic word “choice.” We have 
outside it won the right to choose to be oppressed--or less 
Violence against women persists so that women oppressed. In a sexist, classist, racist, hierarchical 
are not free to move about in the world without society this choice is no choice at all. And what are 
fear; and are in danger in their own homes these so-called choices: we can defy convention, 
Women living on their own without a man are leave friends and family behind, and become part of 
usually impoverished the small areas of feminist culture and hopefully find a 

job we can tolerate and live on. Or we can continue to There is sex segregation in the workplace
accept our roles as dependent wives and mothers in Women, particularly women of color, are still on 
households headed by men, where our lives are the lower rungs of the hierarchy
defined for us. Or we can combine the two, straddling 

Gains around reproductive rights and affirmative between the new gender order and the old one, i.e., 
action are constantly under attack we can pursue the dubious freedom of working and 
Most radical challenges (particularly those made shopping in a mainstream society where feminism 
by the gay and lesbian movement) to gender has become a lifestyle choice, devoid of all radical 
roles in family groupings, workplaces, and politics and where we are “supposedly equal 
culture have been marginalized or disappeared partners, yet the division of labor is the same. We give 
altogether. in to things (personal is political no longer) by saying 
Activism is marginalized into separate “women's they aren't important in the scheme of things--like 
sphere's on women's concerns,” which are engaging in traditional marriage ceremonies (to 
considered “lesser.” please our parents), taking the man's last name (it's 

more convenient), giving our children his name (to 
avoid confusion), staying at home to raise them (our In her book Backlash, Susan Faludi writes: “Poll 
job sucks anyway). after poll in the last decade shows an overwhelming 

majority of women say they still need equal pay and 
equal job opportunities, federal laws guaranteeing Liberation Through Objecification?
maternity leave, decent child care services. In public 

ainstream media (books, magazines, TV ads 
opinion surveys, women consistently rank their own Mand shows, movies) hammer women with 
continued inequality as among their most urgent 

images of ravaged, passive, anorexic females. Other 
concerns. Over and over they complain about a lack 

images keep women in a constant state of insecurity 
of economic not marital opportunities. They protest 

about their weight, skin tone, hair color, size and 
that working men, not working women fail to spend 

shape of their facial features, breasts, thighs, etc.  
time in the nursery and the kitchen. That it is men's 

The mainstream images show us a new “liberated” continued opposition to equality that is the major 
woman who can “choose” between three main types: cause of resentment and stress, not some man 
(1) hyper-sexed creatures whose ability to destroy and shortage. That it is justice for their gender not 
maim makes them liberated by doing what men can wedding rings and bassinets that women believe is in 
do, but looking sexy while doing it; (2) hyper-feminine short supply. “

particularly an immediate halt to those which have express the past and to meet their needs for 
their most disastrous effects on women and children, development in an atmosphere free from 
such as Strontium90 and DDT, which poison mothers' psychological oppression. With respect to women, 
milk. these things are necessary:

The Family: The family unit should not be seen as 1. An end to sexual tracking at all levels of the 
the only economically and socially acceptable unit of educational system. By this we mean not only courses 
society. Central to the liberation of women is the specifically designed for each sex, but also the subtler 
provision of alternatives to the present pattern of forms of tracking, such as encouraging boys to be 
child-rearing and housekeeping, which results in smart and girls to be ladylike.
each mother's bearing virtually the entire 2. That all courses be thoroughly revamped by 
responsibility for her children and her home. Such women to end the perpetuation of male supremacist 
alternatives would go far towards eliminating the myths.
untenable choice most women must make between 3. That the facts about sex inequality be added as a 
bearing children and developing independent work. topic to all school curricula, and that new courses be 
We therefore demand: developed by women in their culture and history.

1. Free, community controlled 24-hour child-care 4. That vocational counseling in high schools and 
centers, staffed equally by paid men and women, colleges be totally redesigned so as not to channel 
young and old. women into low status, low potential occupations.

2. Alternative forms of good, reasonably priced 5. That trade schools, vocational schools, colleges, 
housing, including provisions for cooperative child- and graduate schools admit one-half women, with 
care, communal cooking, etc., for all people. preferential treatment of women from races and 

3. The establishment of a personal income for all classes that have been discriminated against.
persons, independent of familial status 6. An end to advertising that exploits women's 
commensurate with the cost of living. The state bodies to sell products.
should not interfere in personal relationships. In this 

7. An end to sex-role stereotyping in the media.context we demand the abolition of all laws 
regulating marriage and divorce; the abolition of all 
laws regulating sexual behavior between consenting Other Visions
persons; the abolition of all laws regulating living 

 project group at Z Media Institute 2005 prepared arrangements, for instance, laws against A in meetings over nine days their own “Kinship cohabitation; and an end to the legal concept of 
And Culture Vision: Your Guide To Half Of Utopia.” illegitimacy. 
They listed their results as follows.

4. Children should have a choice of living 
1. No sexual division of labor (housework, child arrangements with relatives, non-related adults, other 

rearing, etc)children, and any combination of these possibilities. 
2. All work “fairly” compensated monetarily, This means civil liberties for minors: they must not be 

including houseworklegally penalized or prosecuted by their parents for 
choosing to live with other people, exercising their 3. Child rearing duties shared by extended family/ 
sexuality, or doing other things that offend their community structures
parents' sense of propriety. Any number of adults 4. Strong protections for the rights of children and 
should be able to make legal contracts between the elderly
themselves, other than marriage ceremonies, that 

5. Free 24/7 child care centers in all communities/ 
will concern mutual responsibilities for each other 

workplaces
and for children.

6. Free community-supported education available to 
Education And Culture: The educational system and 

all throughout their lives
the media in our country perpetuate undemocratic 

7. School curriculums created with community myths about the nature of women, working people, 
input, with a focus on critical thinking, active and black, brown, red and yellow people. They also 
citizenship and the history and culture of various deny these groups any knowledge of their own 
communitieshistory. 

8. Students able to tailor their studies to reflect their The media and educational system must be 
particular interestsredesigned by the people whom they oppress, to 
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powder puffs with brains of steel who's liberation for women in many other parts of the world. Michael 
comes from knowing how to disguise their brain Parenti in his recent book The Culture Struggle 
power in service to the so-called feminine ideal--and provides an overview of the effects of patriarchy on 
looking sexy while doing it; (3) psychotic, often various cultures. He writes: “According to a New York 
suicidal/homicidal, woman/bitch, usually in one of Times report (6/18/04), in sub-Saharan Africa women 
the white collar professions. Mainstream culture touts cannot inherit or own land--even though they cultivate 
all these types as “feminist”; the result of the gains it and grow 80 percent of the continent's food. 
the women's movement won before its media- “It is no secret that women are still denied control 
defined demise. over their own reproductive activity. Throughout the 

Popular psychology presents sexism as just a lack of world about 80 million pregnancies a year are thought 
communication that can be solved by understanding to be unwanted or ill-timed. Some 20 million unsafe 
each other better. There is no oppression of one illegal abortions are performed annually, resulting in 
gender by another, no patriarchy in the “men are the deaths of some 78,000 women yearly, with 
from Mars, women are from Venus” thesis. Rather, millions more sustaining serious injury. 
men and women are described as being from two “In China and other Asian countries where 
different cultures and our “problems” can be solved daughters are seen as a liability, millions of infant 
by better communication and by buying books and females are missing, having been aborted or killed at 
paying to attend lectures by experts who have no birth or done in by neglect and underfeeding. An 
knowledge of or interest in serious structural estimated hundred million girls in Africa and the 
changes. Middle East have been genitally mutilated by 

Popular evolutionary psychologists and biologists clitoridectomy (excision of the clitoris)…to drastically 
use dubious “scientific” studies to promote the view diminish a woman's capacity for sexual pleasure, 
that the male and female division of labor evolved insuring that she remains her husband's compliant 
over millions of years and is now embedded in our possession. 
genes and our brains. Men and women are “In much of the Middle East, women have no right to 
genetically and permanently different, they say, along drive cars or appear in public unaccompanied by a 
stereotypical lines that cannot be changed. Rather, male relative. They have no right to initiate divorce 
say the pop “scientists,” why not celebrate the fact proceedings, but can be divorced at the husband's 
that men are men and women are women. Just will. 
because women are genetically programmed to be “In Latin American and Islamic countries, men 
more “nurturing, communicative, and passive” sometimes go unpunished for defending their “honor” 
doesn't mean they're inferior. In fact, they're “poised by killing their allegedly unfaithful wives or girlfriends. 
to take power in the new information technology.” In fundamentalist Islamic Iran, the law explicitly 
Suddenly, the very traits that made women the allows for the execution of adulterous women by 
property of men for thousands of years are now, stoning, burning, or being thrown off a cliff. 
magically, the traits that will liberate them. 

“In countries such as Bangladesh and India, women 
Andrew Sullivan expresses this in a different way in are murdered so that husbands can remarry for a 

“The He Hormone” (from the Sunday Times better dowry. An average of five women a day are 
Magazine), “As testosterone becomes increasingly burned in dowry-related disputes in India and many 
available, more is being learned about how men and more cases go unreported. In Bihar, India, women 
women are not created equal. So let's accept it and found guilty of “witchcraft” are still burned to death. 
move on.” Conservative George Gilder in Wealth & 

“Millions of young females drawn from all parts of Poverty comments that men and women have an 
the world are pressed into sexual slavery, in what agreement--a division of labor in monogamous 
amounts to an estimated $7 billion annual business. marriage---“men discipline their sexuality and extend 
More than a million girls and boys, many as young as it into the future through the womb of the woman; 
five and six, are conscripted into prostitution in Asia, the woman gives the man access to his children and 
and perhaps an equal number in the rest of the world. he gives her the product of his labor and a 
Pedophiles from the United States and other countries commitment to a lifetime of work.”
fuel the Asian traffic. Enjoying anonymity and impunity 

And Globally abroad, these “sex tourists” are inclined to treat their 
acts of child rape as legal and culturally acceptable.  hile the above information was gathered Wabout the U.S., it surely applies to the situation “In Afghanistan under the Taliban, women were 

captives in their own homes, prohibited from seeking which evades the law by defining all desirable jobs in 
medical attention, working, or going to school. In Iraq such a way that only men can fill them. Secretarial 
we find a similar pattern: the plight of women and executive tasks should be shared between men 
worsening because of a U.S. invasion…. Most Iraqi and women; responsibility should be shared between 
women are now deprived of public education. Often doctor and nurse.
the only thing left to read is the Koran. Many women 4. That all employers give priority to the hiring and 
fear they will never regain the freedom they enjoyed promotion of women, with preferential hiring to 
under the previous regime.” women of races and classes that have been 

And Back in the U.S. discriminated against. No men must be laid off to 
comply with this demand.Parenti continues: “For all the dramatic advances 

made by women in the United States, they too 5. Childcare by men and women, during work hours, 
endure daunting victimization. Tens of thousands of provided free by the employer, and controlled by 
them either turn to prostitution because of economic workers and the community.
need or are forced into it by a male exploiter--and 6. An end to discrimination against part-time or 
kept there by acts of violence and intimidation. An temporary workers, who are mostly female or minors: 
estimated three out of four women in the U.S. are for example, equal fringe benefits and employment 
victims of a violent crime sometime during their opportunities.
lifetime. Every day, four women are murdered by 7. Maternity leave for both men and women, with 
men to whom they have been close. Murder is the guaranteed return and no loss of pay or seniority. 
second leading cause of death among young U.S. 

Control Of Our Bodies: Women should be able to women. In the U.S. domestic violence is the leading 
control their own bodies, to have children if and when cause of injury among females of reproductive age. 
they want to, and to refrain from having children if An estimated three million women are battered each 
they want to. This ultimately means an end to all laws year by their husbands or male partners, often 
governing birth control and abortion, with the repeatedly. Statistically, a woman's home is her most 
exception of legal standards of health and safety. It dangerous place--if she has a man in it.”
also means that if proper health care is to be equally 
available to all women, we must have free medical 

Some Alternative Visions care for all people. We consider these to be our rights:

1. Abortion, birth control devices, and pregnancy nother aspect of earlier uprisings of women has 
tests to be provided on demand to women of all ages, Abeen their attempts to propose alternatives. One 
under safe conditions, at no cost.such example is documented in the book Dear 

Sisters. It comes from documents from a Boston 2. Prenatal, maternity, and postnatal care to be 
collective, Bread and Roses. They propose reforms provided to all women at no cost. Women should be 
and institutional/structural changes in many areas. able to determine the manner and place in which 

they give birth.The Economy: Women must be enabled to 
participate in the economy on a basis of equality with 3. Drastic increases in government funding of birth 
men. We believe that the nature of work in our control research; research priorities to be determined 
system is demeaning to human beings and we do not by women, since it is their health that is at stake.
want merely to upgrade women into the alienated 4. Higher safety standards for drug company 
jobs that men now hold. However, we refuse to do research and regulation of their profits. An end to drug 
the low-grade, low-paid, and service work any more. company imperialism in the form of testing unsafe 
Such jobs must be shared by men and women, as drugs on third world women, and then charging 
must housework be shared, and be recognized as exorbitant prices for them. No testing of dangerous 
legitimate work that deserves pay. We take it to be drugs on mental patients, prisoners, or others whose 
our right: lives are not their own.
1. That all persons, including children, be assured a 5. Free, available, and complete information about 
personal income commensurate with the cost of women's bodies, available to them as a right in all 
living and independent of their family status. institutions.
2. That all employers immediately be required to 6. An end to the double standard that puts 
comply with the law of the land and pay equal wages prostitutes in jail and lets their clients go free.
for equal work.

7. An end to all forms of environmental abuses: 
3. An end to sex discrimination by job definition, 
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